Concept, mechanisms and therapeutics of angiogenesis in cancer and other diseases.
Angiogenesis supports normal physiology as well as contributing to the progression of various diseases including cancer. Determination of the key role of angiogenesis in cancer has led to much optimism for the development of targeted drugs without cytotoxic side-effects. Currently, research in angiogenesis therapy is robust, with the discovery of a growing number of pro- and anti-angiogenic molecules. More time, however, is required to be able to elucidate the complex interactions among these molecules, how they affect vasculature and their functions in different environments. As we learn more about the molecular mechanisms of angiogenesis, a number of effective methods to treat cancer and other diseases will be developed.